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I am using a Teletype GPS card coupled with a Personal Data Assistant PDA (Compaq IPAQ) to assist in the collection drilling site data for STATEMAP-- a geologic mapping program.  It is imperative for a mapping project to collect accurate location data for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources--Geological Survey Bureau's Natural Resources Geographic Information Systems (NRGIS) Library.  Locational information is available in various coverages in the NRGIS library as well as in the Geosam, the Iowa Geological Survey Bureau's (GSB) geologic site and sample tracking program).

Needless to say with a large mapping project I was spending a great deal of my time locating drilling sites, recording descriptions and typing up core descriptions.  In the past I collected location information using a cumbersome, bulky GPS unit and collected all my descriptive information on a paper form.  This unit required the use of two camcorder batteries located in a backpack, a large charging unit and a bulky antenna.  Every day I found myself lugging around 20 pounds of equipment  in a bulky case, with a datalogger that was limited to entering cursory information about each drilling site.    At this point I realized there has to be a more efficient method of collecting site data.  I am currently using the Teletype GPS card in conjunction with a (PDA) to collect GPS data and descriptive data for each core.  I have firmly embraced mobile computing as an essential component of my mapping project.  Using the PDA/GPS card unit I immediately enter my data into a database structure.  Also, my Teletype card works fine with my data collection software.  The Fieldworker software has GPS functionality so one can quickly integrate location and descriptive information, which is necessary component of geologic databases and on-screen mapping in ArcView.  

Recently I have been asked to demonstrate mobile computing capabilities to other agencies in the Iowa Department of Natural Resources ie. Environmental Protection, Fish and Wildlife, Forests and Prairies, and Waste Management Assistance Divisions.  Many of the staff that attended these information sessions were impressed with PDA/Teletype card unit's size, mobility, and ease of use in collecting GPS location and related site data.  In fact one person commented that it made data collection look fun!  

I am very pleased with my model #1303 12 channel receiver and antenna.  I am fixing on locations in well under several minutes and at times have locked onto 10 satellites.  I am looking forward to continued use of Teletype products and upcoming innovations in products now and in the future.
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